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The World of Undergraduate Education: Countries in Profile
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18- to 24-year-olds 
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Population
1.31 billion

Undergraduate 
degree-granting
institutions

701

18- to 22-year-olds 
pursuing postsecondary
degrees      21%
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18- to 21-year-olds 
pursuing postsecondary
degrees      82.1%
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18- to 24-year-olds 
pursuing postsecondary
degrees      47.3%
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20.4 million
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degree-granting
institutions

44

18- to 24-year-olds 
pursuing postsecondary
degrees      19.7%
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18- to 24-year-olds 
pursuing postsecondary
degrees      64%
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189 million
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institutions

2398

18- to 24-year-olds 
pursuing postsecondary
degrees      11.2%
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Keeping Score
HIGHER EDUCATION IS AVASTAND COMPLEX ENTERPRISE
in the industrial world and a rapidly growing sector for
many developing countries. Although many groups try to
keep tabs on that enterprise, data tend to be spotty and not
always comparable. ThatÕs even more the case for statistics
relating to STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics) education. 

Still, it is possible to quantify some aspects of the system.
These pages offer basic information on five important
components of STEM education, with material supplied by
national governments and international bodies such as the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.
The data highlight the considerable challenges facing
reformers in countries with large populations and those
with small fractions of the student population entering
STEM fields.
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