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MINNESOTA HIGH TECH ASSOCIATION

Dear friends,

Just four short years ago the MHTA board of directors laid out an ambitious plan to drive the growth,
sustainability and global competitiveness of Minnesota’s technology-based economy through a series of
initiatives frequently referred to as the ACE strategy (Advocacy, Collaboration and Education).

Progress to date is encouraging. We’ll highlight several initiatives in this Annual Member Update and
hope you’ll delve deeper by visiting the MHTA website (www.mhta.org).

Last fall we partnered with the state to facilitate a session with Sally Ride, the first American woman
in space, who spoke with hundreds of girls about the importance of science and technology. MHTA,
through its affiliated Foundation, also partnered with a member company to distribute tens of thousands

of dollars for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) curriculum development across the state.

In a historic public-private partnership, we coordinated eight STEM Summits across the state in
early 2008, where thousands of middle and high school students saw first hand the kinds of jobs and
educational opportunities available to them right in their own hometown. Dozens of corporate, higher
education and non-profit partners have joined in to emphasize the relevancy of STEM education with

hands-on, real world demonstrations.

We’ve expanded efforts to develop next generation leaders by collaborating with higher education institu-

tions and the Science Museum to assist minorities and women achieve STEM degrees. The ACE Leader-

ship Program has just begun its third year (including an active ACE Alumni group launched in 2007).
We’ve brought new vigor and vitality to our major events, and helped launch Get Go (www.getgomn.org),

a web portal for entrepreneurs and investors.

As members compete in a 24/7/7 world (24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on 7 continents), MHTA works
to ensure that Minnesota remains a center for cutting edge innovation. Thank you for supporting these

efforts to keep our state a center of innovation for years to come!

Sincerely,

Wendell Maddox

CEO, ION Corporation
Chair, MHTA Board of Directors

Kate Rubin

President
MHTA




~advocate

m MHTA delivered noteworthy results MHTA continually demonstrates its ability to act as a conduit between private industry and

at the Capitol including funding policy makers. It's clear that the association is committed to advancing public policy strategies
for STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Math) initiatives,
advancing a newly developed
broadband policy, and protecting

corporate intellectual property rights. medla TeldthﬂS @v COmmuﬂlCdthﬂS

m MHTA built on our strong connections
with legislators. Members engaged

that create an environment for high tech businesses to prosper.

Tim Trine, Vice President and Chief Technical Officer, Starkey Laboratories

MHTA is the voice for technology industries in Minnesota. Comprehensive coverage has

with key policymakers at Tekne come from every corner of the state and spans the spectrum of old and new media alike.
Spring Conference, Member Only Highlights include:
Networking Events and more. m An ongoing partnership with MinnesotaBusiness magazine that resulted in recent

m A major initiative for e-mentoring columns by MHTA President Kate Rubin on topics that ranged from green technologies
was launched by a first of its kind in and mentoring to RFID and next generation leaders.

the nation corporate/campus
partnership. Since early 2007,
Minnesota MentorNet has paired

m TPT public television repeatedly aired Taking Steps to Improve STEM Education and
Engineering, Minnesota’s Future, two programs that focused on workforce issues.

hundreds of professionals with higher m More than 1,500 subscribers stay up to date on technology-related news and events
education students in science and by receiving MHTA's weekly e-newsletter, the E-nnouncement. Member companies
technology fields, and MHTA will can expand the exposure of their press releases by including them in the
increase this effort in 2008. E-nnouncement (send to news@mbhta.org).

m Doubling the number of minority The MHTA E-nnouncement is always full of useful information, and it makes connections
student STEM graduates is the goal between industries and opportunities that aren’t typically generated by other media sources.

of the North Star STEM Alliance,

an initiative launched by 16 public
and private colleges and universities,
the Science Museum and MHTA.

Katie Harholdt, Associate Editor, Twin Cities Business

“Team Ecolab” (students)
celebrates their win over
“Team Media” with

Department of Education
Comnmissi Alice Seag

MHTA is forging new alliances with public and private

partners that aim to ensure that all students are
exposed to science, technology, engineering and
math education. It's a long term approach that will
better prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s jobs.

ST E M E D U CATI 0 N . Darryn Kozak, Vice President of Technology, PTC

m STEM Summits: Eight career fair-style summits connected thousands of students with
technology-related businesses and higher education programs. The summits were part
of a broader initiative by the Department of Education to promote STEM education.

m Qwest Mini-Grants: Qwest and the Minnesota High Technology Foundation, the charitable
arm of MHTA, awarded ten grants totaling over $60,000 to K-12 schools for new techno-
ogy-centered classroom curriculum.

m Special Events: MHTA collaborated with the Department of Education to organize a
Quiz Bowl contest featuring “Team Ecolab” (high school students) versus “Team Media”

Commissioner Seagren and Sally Ride visit (the students won big!). The association, with financial assistance from Thomson West,

with Christina and her daughter, Jordan Comcast, and 3M, also aided the department with bringing in Sally Ride, the first

American woman in space, to speak with more than 200 middle school girls.

Ride gave a thrilling presentation that left the audience energized about STEM.

A strong STEM education is essential for Minnesota students to compete in our global economy.
Qwest was proud to provide funding for the MHTA STEM forums and summits, which showed us
that every child has the potential to be a technology innovator. John Stanoch, Minnesota Qwest President






